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A new illuminated sign is on its way!

AGM – Please note the change of venue

The AGM of the Brighton Society
will be held on Wednedsay 11 July 2018 at
7.00 pm at The Friends Centre, Ivory Place,
Brighton BN2 9QE.
Do not go to the Friends’ Meeting House in
Ship Street!
The Friends Centre is on the corner of Ivory
Place and Morley Street, off Grand Parade,
on the second floor of the Tarner Children’s
Centre. There is a lift.
A map is enclosed. Parking in the immediate
area is very limited, and the former car park
in Kingswood Street has closed.

The Chairman’s annual report is included
with this newsletter together with the
agenda and accounts. They will be taken as
read at the meeting, and comments and
questions will be invited.
After the meeting there will be
refreshments, followed by a power point
presentation by Malcolm Dawes showing
sites throughout the City - good and bad that we have commented on or have
interested or concerned us.

The Brighton Society is a registered charity,
reg. no. 271138

accommodate quite ill-fitting and incongruous
oblong grey horizontal containers.

LED Street lighting
Throughout the city, LED street lighting is rapidly
replacing the familiar sodium type, and the extent
and nature of this transformation is being steadily
revealed. The main reasons for LED are that it is
more energy efficient, it requires less maintenance and reduces carbon emissions. Government
funding is available.
In Brighton & Hove, the council’s three-year
project, introduced in 2017, involves more than
18,000 lighting points, and is funded by £7m from
the Public Works Loan Board and £0.9m from the
local transport plan. An intensity rating of 3,000k
is intended to provide a relatively soft tone. The
effect of the lighting from a colourless container is
a bright, distinct, white emission, cast from a
cluster at a selected angle, whereas the sodium
spreads a yellower or orange glow over a fuller
surrounding space. The difference in the
ambience created can be stark and striking.
As the quantity of LED passes swiftly from a
minority to a majority, it provides an opportunity to
compare the new with the old, since in many
places two formerly identical lights in close
proximity may for a while differ. This difference in
the nature of the light, however, is not the only
dramatic consequence in the changeover. Not all
historic or familiar styles of lamp holding can be
adapted or replicated for the fittings manufactured
for LED purposes.

Opinions vary regarding the desirability or
suitability of the LED quality of light, both in
general and in particular contexts; but the scale of
this change, and the consequences for the visual
character of streetscapes, are matters that have
received surprisingly little attention from national
heritage bodies.
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Feibusch mural update
Discussions are continuing with Hyde Housing
and Spacehive, the crowd-funding consultant,
over a crowd-funding campaign to open up the
former St. Wilfrid’s Church in Elm Grove (now
flats for the elderly), so that the large mural by
Hans Feibusch, within a former chapel of the
church, can be made available for public view.
The campaign cannot begin until the design of the
new access has been completed, costs are
confirmed and all consents - including in this case
Listed Building Consent - have been obtained. So
it is unlikely to start until later this year.

The Resurrection, Chichester Cathedral

Before

After

Many elegant or notable lanterns or lamp
holdings are lost to, or distorted by, materials,
dimensions and designs that appear out of place
or out of proportion. While a number of
spectacular or very rare street light columns are
listed, and local listing has ensured consistency of
design in certain squares and crescents, there
are many designs, including for example some
1930s swan-neck forms, that are cut back to

We have been discussing various ideas for
promoting the campaign which will aim to raise
public awareness of Feibusch and his importance
as a twentieth century artist from the early 1930s
up until his death in the 1998.
Interest in this period of German Jewish/British
art is growing – the German Embassy is currently
hosting an exhibition of German emigre artists
including Feibusch, who took refuge here from
persecution in Germany in the 1930s.

Feibusch was initially commissioned by the
Diocese of Chichester to paint large murals in a
number of Sussex churches including St Wilfrid’s,
others being the currently threatened St
Elizabeth’s in Eastbourne and St Mary’s at
Goring-by-Sea. He went on to paint murals in 40
churches and cathedrals all over the country.
We will be making a list of media contacts, and
looking at the possibility of applying for Heritage
Lottery Funding as well as other funding
agencies. We will also be making contact with
local community groups, including the Jewish
community, and publishing more information on
our website and newsletters.
Watch this space.
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and community use. In addition, the spiral
staircase will be restored and a heritage learning
space created to support greater understanding
of the significance of the Lido.
The 40m swimming pool, changing rooms and
children’s play area have now been successfully
operating for a year, with many visitors
particularly attracted to the now heated water in
the main pool.
The Community Interest Group which currently
runs the pool and will be in charge of the
restoration, is a dynamic group of volunteers who
having worked so hard over recent years, are
now close to recreating this historically significant
Art Deco Lido.
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Brunswick Festival 2018

New times, New website

This year, the Brighton Society will have a stall at
the Brunswick Festival on Sunday 19 August. And
perhaps with less of a ‘weather permitting’ proviso
compared with recent years as we have booked a
gazebo space this time. If the wind is very strong
it will, of course, take off but we should at least be
better protected in the case of rain.

The Brighton Society has a new website and a
revitalized Twitter account.

Please do visit us. And please do send our way
anyone with queries or concerns about planning
matters or the state of the city.
Hope to see some of you at Brunswick. Being
optimistic, the weather will be perfect!
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Saltdean Lido

Further restoration of this iconic Grade II* listed
Lido has been dependant on a crowd-funding
appeal for £103,000. The target was reached at
the end of May and with luck the building will now
be eligible for a £4 million grant from the Heritage
Lottery fund. This would be used to restore the
Art Deco pool side café, with space for events

All social media sites need to be updated
regularly or they die. So, the Brighton Society’s
website and Twitter account have been
resurrected and are alive and kicking. When we
took over the website at the beginning of 2018 we
soon noted a growing interest in our social media
platforms. This was in part due to the Twitter
posts redirecting readers to articles on our
website, but also because articles were being
added to the website more quickly, with better
connections between it, Twitter and Facebook.
The increased Twitter traffic is particularly
interesting; when a new article is uploaded we are
achieving between 1500 - 3900 engagements.
Although this may seem impressive, we need to
increase these numbers; one way members can
help us reach a greater audience is to follow our
Twitter page and retweet our entries. This will
make a much needed contribution by highlighting
important issues, and will increase exponentially
the growth of the Society’s tweets.
We are particularly pleased to see the number of
Brighton and Hove councillors who are interacting
with us as Twitter redirects them to our website
for a more in-depth analysis of a specific issue.
Recently, councillors have engaged with the
graffiti problems plaguing our city; one councillor
acted on a tweet concerning a tagged sea front
shelter, requesting that the tags be removed,
immediately. Through tweets we alerted the head
office of HSBC Bank to their tagged North Street
branch and they have asked for them to be
removed. Hove library is another issue that has
received a great amount of interest through the

article on our website, which has helped to
highlight the council’s controversial proposals for
this historic building.
Through these social media platforms we hope to
make an impact with regards to many of the
issues that face the city. We hope to reach a
wider audience and encourage them either to
become a member of our Society or to become a
Twitter follower; so when they need to know what
is happening to the city’s public amenities, listed
buildings or to their local environment, their first
port of call will be the Brighton Society’s social
media outlets.
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Historic England’s Heritage Statement for the
Library’s Grade II Listing specifically refers to the
radial bay design as contributing to a building ‘full
of spatial interest’. Yet the ground floor bay will
barely be recognisable once partitioned off.

Free books! Limited offer!
A selection of books about Brighton published by
the Brighton Town Press will be available at the
AGM for members who attend, free of charge
(donation invited to Society funds). Please see
the enclosed leaflet – if you cannot attend the
AGM the books are available at full price from Lyn
Lynch-White, 4 The Village Barn, Church Hill,
Brighton BN1 8YU. Please include £1.50 P&P.

Hove Library: a confounding cluster of
planning applications
Hove Village Nursery’s two planning applications
for reconfiguring the basement and ‘garden’ of
Hove’s Carnegie Library were passed by the
Planning Committee on 6 June. However, the
application to reconfigure the ground and first
floors to accommodate Library staff displaced
from the basement to free up space for the
nursery was not decided by the Planning
Committee but by Council officers and the Labour
administration alone. Their legal team must also
have had their work cut out. For a start, lodging
this application in the run up to Christmas
ensured that scrutiny, debate and opposition
gained its full momentum just too late – at least
according to the letter but certainly not the spirit of
the law.
Such was the Council’s confidence that the 15
year lease for the nursery was safely ‘in the bag’
that, just a few days before a public meeting at
the Library on 31 May, a banner promoting the
nursery was displayed on the nearest lamp post
and the ground floor radial shelving was boarded
up, ready for removal. A notice confirmed that
this first phase of building work was to begin three
days after the public meeting and, crucially, two
days before the Planning Committee decided on
the nursery applications.

At the packed public meeting, residents’ fears
about noise from the nursery – the theme of
numerous objections to the planning applications
- were loosely addressed. The outdoor space, for
example, is not to be a play space, as stated in
the applications, but a ‘reflective garden’ in which
small groups of supervised children ‘can reflect
on their learning experience’. It has since
emerged that, as libraries and day nurseries are
both use class D1, additional conditions cannot
legally be imposed on the nursery.
Concern was also raised at the meeting about the
business cases for the nursery and café since
that part of Hove is already amply provided with
both facilities. Yet, even more concerning was
the Council’s own business case. The Library
Resources Manager was unable to robustly
answer any of the numerous questions from the
floor – including my own - about the evertrumpeted unsustainable expense of the building,
including staffing costs. Such questions were
predictable and should have been prepared for.
The Brighton Society was, after all, instrumental
in exposing spurious figures presented in 2016 to
support the alleged need to remove the Library
into a much smaller space within Hove Museum.
Destruction of a handsome original radial bay in a
Listed building gifted to the local community is
thoroughly lamentable, with the potential for being
‘the thin end of the wedge’ for further harmful
alterations. In its handling of the planning
applications process, Brighton & Hove City
Council has shown utter contempt for democracy.
It is imperative, therefore, that a thorough and
accurate breakdown of the running costs of Hove
Library is supplied for councillor and public
scrutiny.
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