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the latest news for autumn 2016

Above North Laine c 1850

Brunswick Festival, Sunday 21 August 2016

The North Laine Book

Stalls and punters were reported as 'sparse' on
the first day of the Brunswick Festival, the
weather having been evil. Fortuitously, we had
only booked for the Sunday, which was set
reasonably fair - apart from a one-off gust
powerful enough to dislodge our display board
and some drizzle at the very end.

The North Laine Book was launched on 15 September
2016. This first-ever detailed history of the vibrant
heart of Brighton tells the story of the transformation
of the area from agricultural land into a Victorian
powerhouse of industry and commerce amongst rows
of terraced housing.
The book follows the changing fortunes of the area,
including the threat of large-scale demolition after
WW2, and the declaration of the North Laine as A
Conservation Area in the 1970s.
The book is richly illustrated with maps and photos,
vividly telling the story of the people who have lived
there, often in their own words.
The book is available from Raining Books, 28
Trafalgar Street, Brighton, at Brighton Books, 18
Kensington Gardens and at City Books, 23 Western
Road, Hove BN3 1AF, price £12.99.
The book is also available by post from Brighton Town
Press,10 Clermont Rd, Brighton BN1 6SG, £12.99 +
£2.00 p&p.

We had a busy day, with Malcolm's photographic
display of a selection of the Brighton Society's
recent challenges generating plenty of discussion
with browsers-by. Many publications related to
Brighton & Hove's history were showcased,
including a new book published by the Brighton
Town Press, Conversations with Sarah Rose
Cook of Carlton Hill, about life in that area during
the 1930s.
Sales of books, leaflets and greetings cards
brought in welcome funds. A selection of Adrian
Montford's glazed ceramic bowls of varying sizes
appeared unexpectedly, with Adrian, to sell on
behalf of the Society. These 'flew off the shelves'.
Most importantly, a large number of Brighton
Society leaflets and recent newsletters were
enthusiastically taken. It was an enjoyable day
and one through which we will hopefully reap new
members.

