Brighton Society
n e w s l e t t e r

M a y

2 0 1 5

10 Clermont Road BRIGHTON BN1 6SG t. 01273-509209
e. info@brighton-society.org.uk www.brighton-society.org.uk
Wi n n e r ‘ B e s t c i v i c s o c i e t y w e b s i t e ’ C i v i c Vo i c e a w a r d 2 0 1 0

celebrating Thomas Simpson

RECOGNITION FOR THOMAS SIMPSON
In the late afternoon sunshine of St George’s Day,
a blue plaque to commemorate Thomas Simpson
was unveiled on the school building in Connaught
Road which he designed over 130 years ago.
Before the unveiling by the Mayor, Councillor
Brian Fitch, Malcolm Dawes (chair of the Brighton
Society) and members of the Simpson family
spoke enthusiastically about Simpson’s long
career, emphasising that not only was he a
prodigious architect and surveyor of board
schools in Brighton and Hove but also of
churches, chapels and much else. Simpson did
not just put his feet up when off duty either but
played the organ for services at the Union Street
Chapel and helped out at the seamen’s mission in
the King’s Road arches.
West Hove Infant School, having extended into
the Connaught Road building, following its grade
II listing and subsequent refurbishment of the
building, kindly allowed us to hold the reception
for the unveiling of the plaque in their library.

Brighton Society committee members supplied
and served abundant sandwiches, gingerbread
and scones whilst the spot-on appropriate
ceremonial cake created by Cakes the Difference
of Patcham was equally delicious.
Thank you everyone who helped to make this
happen. It was a long haul [particularly for Ninka
Willcock], Brighton Society committee member.
Finally Thomas Simpson’s substantial contribution
to the city’s built environment has been formally
recognised.
Ninka Willcock
BRIGHTON SOCIETY AGM
7.00pm Wednesday 17 June 2015
in the Stanmer Room
at Brighthelm Church & Community Centre
North Road Brighton BN1 1YD
members, friends, members of
other amenity societies
WELCOME
wine will be served after the meeting
and before our chairman’s talk with slides

Nevertheless, Connaught Road is the sixth
Thomas Simpson school building in Brighton &
Hove to be Grade II listed. It is also reassuring to
note that several others have recently been
proposed for local listing by the Planning
Department, thereby highlighting their local
heritage value and affording them a level of
protection.
Opened in 1884 as the Connaught Road Board
Schools, the building subsequently went through
various permutations of educational use as
demographics and policy shifted over the 20th
century, including a boys’ secondary school.
Above: window at the Connught Road School
THOMAS SIMPSON (1825 – 1908)
Architect & Surveyor on the occasion of the
unveiling of the blue plaque 23rd April 2015 at
West Hove Infant School, Connaught Road
Annexe

As an infant’s school, it closed in the building’s
centenary year when pupil numbers fell
dramatically - as they did everywhere at this time and despite a hard-fought campaign by parents.

The city of Brighton & Hove has much to thank
the Simpson family for. Particularly its young
people - although some might dispute that! The
Simpson family produced three successive
generations of architects who, between them,
designed numerous churches, chapels and other
public buildings as well as the majority of schools
in Brighton & Hove over a period of around 100
years.
Thomas Simpson, the architect of the elegant,
Queen Anne-style building in Connaught Road,
Hove, on which the blue plaque has been placed,
designed all but one of the former Board Schools
gracing our city streetscape today. Although
some have been converted to apartments, most –
for example, Downs Junior (1890), Elm Grove
(1893), Stanford Road (1894), Queen’s Park
(1889) and St Luke’s (1903) – remain in
educational use. Sadly, however, a few have been
demolished, including two in Hove.
Below: Elm Grove school

Connaught Road school gables
Evening class provision here actually began in the
1890s but it was as the Connaught Adult
Education Centre that the building was more
recently known and prized. Now, having been
painstakingly restored and adapted to meet the
requirements of a modern infant’s school, it once
more flourishes for the purpose for which it was
originally designed – children’s learning. As local
historian Judy Middleton notes in her
Encyclopaedia of Hove, this building has proved
defiantly robust: it was completely unscathed by
the 1987 hurricane whilst many around it suffered
untold damage. Furthermore, it has proved
sufficiently versatile to accommodate the broadest
spectrum of age groups and numerous shifts in
educational ideology over the past 130 years.
Thomas Simpson’s legacy is that its doors will
remain open for many further generations.
Ninka Willcock

HANNINGTON’S SITE
The Brighton Society decided to support
the planning application to form a new public
pedestrian route through the site of
Timpson’s shoe repair shop at No.15 North
Street. This would link North Street to the
new Hannington’s Lane shopping
development which was granted planning
approval in March last year. This in turn links
to the Lanes immediately to the south.

The planning application would enable public
access to Puget’s Cottage which would be
preserved and refurbished as part of the
proposals. It would be a welcome addition to
the City’s stock of historical buildings.
15 North Street (Timpsons) has suffered
from extensive alterations in the past and is
not in good condition. We have inspected the
upper floors and though there are elements
of the original fabric remaining, these are not
in themselves of exceptional architectural or
historic interest. The building’s primary merit
is that it is probably the oldest building in
continuous commercial use left on North
Street.
In normal circumstances we would prefer to
see the building restored and preserved, but
It seems to us that the benefits to the City in
creating a new twitten between North Street
and the Lanes, the creation of new retail
uses in the area behind the former
Hanningtons department store and the
opening up of Puget’s Cottage to public
view, outweigh by some considerable margin
the loss of 15 North Street.
Jeremy Mustoe

The original proposals had to be modified
following the discovery of Puget’s Cottage
(above) one of the oldest surviving buildings
in Brighton, hidden amidst a messy complex
of outbuildings and service yards at the back
of the former Hannington’s Store.
Puget’s Cottage was subsequently Grade 2
listed together with Timpson’s shop in North
Street, which was the oldest building in
continuous commercial use in North Street.
Hence the need for a new planning
application.
Our initial view was that more could have
been done to retain 15 North Street, and still
create a pedestrian link between North Street
and the Lanes. We would not normally
support a proposal to demolish a listed
building.
However in the current circumstances where
the previous developer RBS, has now put the
whole redevelopment proposal up for sale,
we consider that the once in a lifetime
opportunity to create the new pedestrian link
and the opening up of Puget’s Cottage to
public access and view, could be severely
threatened unless planning approval to
remove Timpsons and create a new
pedestrian link was granted.
Of the two listed buildings affected, Puget’s
Cottage is by far the most interesting and
historically important.

VALLEY GARDENS
Major changes to the traffic flow in Valley
Gardens have been proposed: with the western
side restricted to bus and cycle lanes, all the
remaining traffic using the eastern side.
A planning application (No: BH2015/00491) has
been submitted which demonstrates the proposed
changes to the gardens.
Although the Brighton Society broadly welcomes
the aim to improve access and to enhance the
landscaping of the Valley Gardens we consider
that the proposals outlined in the application are
not what is required for this important
conservation area (see adjacent diagram).

Proposed

The gardens are lined by brick, mathematical tiled
and rendered terraced houses many with curved
front bays. Yet the overarching theme of the
proposed landscaping are numerous straight
paths set at different angles with reconstituted
stone walls being used for the hard landscaping.
Not a design based on sympathetic
considerations of the existing buildings and trees,
instead a design based on stark geometric
shapes. The pedestrian paths are based on
perceived desire lines but there are so many they
just present a confused random scattering of
paths which bring little cohesion to the gardens.
We are also concerned about many details. Most
of the seating will be on concrete walls, not the
most comfortable of materials, particularly for
elderly people who need backs to lean against.
They will probably be far more popular with
skateboarders.
The proposed square south of St Peters Church
has little shelter from the noise of the traffic, uses
ugly concrete seating and has a water feature
which is just a smaller version of the one in the
Level, not an acceptable replacement for the
Mazda fountain.
Other oddities include some ‘rills’, not a stream
but narrow unconnected straight lengths of water
dotted about the gardens. And the use of meadow
strips to provide a colourful barrier next to the
traffic - of course meadows only flower for a few
weeks in the summer - not a practical solution for
most of the year.
However following the local election there is some
hope that the scheme will now be re-assessed we await the outcome. Could the Brighton
Society join with the Regency Society in
proposing a more appropriate scheme?
Malcolm Dawes
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MOSHI MOSHI BH2015/01149 Old Town,
Bartholomew Square, is a proposal for the
enlargement of the existing restaurant in Brighton
Square creating a high level restaurant. This
proposal lies adjacent to the listed Town Hall,
contravenes the following the agreed Council
policies:
Policy HE6 states that proposals within or
affecting the setting of a conservation area should
preserve or enhance the character or appearance
of the area and should show:

BHASVIC’S NEW COPPER BUILDING
Whilst welcoming a new building (on the left of
the photo) for ‘outstanding’ rated BHASVIC, the
Brighton Society objected to HNW Architects’
initial designs presented in 2013.
In response to council officers’ remit for a
‘statement’ building, the architects had ignored the
stylistic unity of BHASVIC’s existing buildings as
well as the streetscape.
Fortunately, a majority of the Planning Committee
agreed with the Brighton Society, rejecting the
first planning application. The revised application
incorporated the changes we had recommended
and flew through Planning.
On 17th April 2015, the three storey Copper
Building was officially opened. It’s not quite as
high as the original design, is set back a little
further from Dyke Road and, most importantly, the
original polychromatic colour scheme has been
replaced by heritage red blend brick, colourmatched to the main building, and bronze copper
cladding. It looks good.
The two upper floors of the Copper Building are
devoted to classrooms and study support whilst
the ground floor is a vast flexible student social
study space with almost wall-to-wall glass doors.
These open out onto the landscaped south-west
aspect quad, which is sheltered yet sunny and
peppered not with standard robust-but-boring civic
plantings but numerous exotic saplings. Although
graceful and harmonious as they burgeoned into
leaf this first spring, they are planted quite close to
the Copper Building and to each other.
I did wonder whether a micro-forest is part of the
overall long-term plan!
Ninka Willcock

a. a consistently high standard of design reflecting
the scale and character of the area (the Old
Town), including the layout of the streets.
b. the use of building materials and finishes
sympathetic to the area;
c. no harmful impact on the townscape and
roofscape of the conservation area.
The proposal also contravenes Policies QD1, 2
and 3 as the installation would not make a
positive contribution to the visual quality of the
environment, or enhance the positive
characteristics of the local neighbourhood.
QD4 concerns the ‘views into and from
Conservation Areas’.
This proposal pays no respect to the character of
the area or the street scene.
No evidence is provided that the new proposal
would provide further activity in the square to
improve safety, security and liveliness.
From the images provided, there is evidence that
the ‘lantern’ in the sky will be seen from a number
of views – not just ‘fleetingly’, as suggested.
The Old Town is much loved by local residents, as
well as visitors, because of its human scale. This
oversized piece of gimmickry is damaging to the
scale of this townscape.
If Moshi Moshi want a sea view they should look
for new premises on the seafront.
Jeremy Mustoe and Selma Montford

