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Winner ‘Best civic society website’ Civic Voice award 2010
BRIGHTON SOCIETY

Preston Road School

AGM
7.30pm Wednesday 15 June 2011
in the Stanmer Room at
Brighthelm, North Road,
Brighton BN1 1YD
Representatives of all Brighton & Hove
amenity societies are welcome

We hope that you will contribute to
the discussion when you see
Malcolm Dawes slides of current
concerns and proposals.

Subscriptions were due on 1 April 2011
Please ignore this notice if you pay by
standing order. New members who have paid
during the first 3 months of 2011 will not need
to pay again until 1 April 2012. The minimum
subscription is £10.00 per household, £15
per organisation.
Please send your subscription asap to:
Lyn Lynch-White, 4 the Village Barn,
Church Hill, BRIGHTON BN1 8YE
Paying by standing order is often more
convenient for members and is helpful for the
Society. Forms can be obtained from the
Treasurer.
Many thanks for your support and apologies if
you have already sent your subscriptions for
the coming year.
Please make your cheque payable to the
Brighton Society, and send it with your name
and address to Lyn Lynch-White, Hon
Treasurer, 4 The Village Barn, Church Hill,
BRIGHTON BN1 8YE. A receipt will only be
sent on request and with a sae.

THE BRIGHTON SOCIETY
To: Lyn Lynch-White, 4 The Village Barn,
Church Hill, BRIGHTON BN1 8YE
Name ..............................................................
Address: ...........................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
Post code: ......................................................
email address: please write clearly
..........................................................................
I enclose my subscription for 2011
Minimum £10.00 per household, £15 per
organisation
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Winner ‘Best civic society website’ Civic
Voice award 2010.
New constitution: has been submitted to
the Charity Commission for approval. A
decision is awaited.

Connaught school now in scaffolding
Connaught School: We set up an exhibition
about the school, with funding from the City
Council. It later transferred to Hove Library
and then to the Regency Town House.
The Connaught will reopen as a primary
school in September 2012.
We had wanted the upper storey to be used
for adult education, but it is now to be used
as a Junior School from 2013.
The listing of this building and its return to
its original use is a major victory for the
Brighton Society.
Simpson plaque: we donated £100 towards
the cost of a plaque to be erected on the
house in Ship Street where the architects,
the Simpson family, lived and worked.

Royal Sussex County Hospital:
With members of the Conservation Area
Advisory Group we have worked to achieve
a better urban design solution to the
frontage on Eastern Road of this mega
building. The result has seen a much
improved entrance and a friendlier feel to
the section which abuts Bristol Gate. We are
also pleased with the latest scheme for the
siting of the helipad: a Mecanno type
structure on the top of the Kemp Tower. It
has not been possible to include the Barry
building into the new design.

The Old Market: has been taken over by Yes No
Productions and reopened for the Brighton
Festival. They have only made internal alterations.
The Open Market: permission has been granted
to build a number of ‘affordable’ flats on Francis
Street, which will fund the creation of a covered
market on the site. We hope that his will
encourage new and traditional stall holders.
Royal Alexandra Children’s hospital: We
supported the Montpelier& Clifton Hill Association
in their campaign to retain the main building and
for an acceptable design for the new development
on the site, which was successful.
The Level: the Council has worked hard to
consult widely on proposals for the restoration of
the 30s structures on the Level as well as resiting
and rebuilding the skateboard park.
The Astoria: we accepted that it is not practical to
convert the existing building, and welcomed the
well designed replacement building.

Saltdean Lido: We continued to support the
Campaign for Saltdean Lido and their
attempt to get the listing upgraded from II to
II*, which was successful
Banners at St Peter’s church:
We have managed to get the number of
banners reduced to one.

The Brighton Wheel:
The Wheel was granted planning permission on
27 April 2011. We supported this proposal as we
thought that it would help to rejuvenate the area
immediately east of the Palace Pier. Meanwhile
we have become aware that some of our
members in that area are unhappy with the
prospect of its impact on the neighbourhood.

Localism Bill: we understand that this is unlikely
to become law until the autumn. Meanwhile it is
difficult to understand at present how it will affect
the workings of an umbrella society like the
Brighton Society.
Scrutiny Panel: we represented the Montpelier &
Clifton Hill Association, the Regency Square Area
Society, North Laine Community Association and
ourselves to express our concerns about the
various methods of ‘consultation’ used to collect
views of the public on planning matters.
Brunswick Festival: several committee members
ran a stall to raise funds for the Society. Our stall,
last September, raised £108.

1 which records are going to be stored at the

Keep?
2 which material is going from the History Centre
and Brighton & Hove Museum to the Keep?
3 how do people from Brighton get to the Keep on
the bus? A question which has never been
answered.
4 Does this mean loss of the History Centre in the
centre of Brighton? It will certainly result in a very
diminished resource and therefore loss of staff.
There will be a huge local reaction to archives
going to the Keep from the History centre.
Work on building is due to start in the summer of
2011

Draft Planning Brief for Lewes Road - Preston
Barracks and University of Brighton.
Our comments include the following:

Royal Alexandra Children’s Hospital
Local List: the Council is updating its Local List.
This is a list of buildings which are not quite good
enough to be listed Grade I, Grade II or Grade II*
but nevertheless make a significant contribution to
the townscape. Buildings on the Local List, which
used to be called Grade III, do not enjoy the same
protection as listed buildings, but should be
considered for retention e.g. the main building of
the Royal Alexandra Childrens’ Hospital, or the
Preston school, part of which is shown on our
front page.
If members have any ideas which buildings
they would like to see added to the Local List,
please let us know.
You can find a list of listed buildings: grades I,
II and II* on the Council’s website, but
annoyingly there isn’t a list of Local List
buildings.
The Keep: Funding has been awarded to the
Keep which will house archives from East Sussex
County Record Office, Mass Observation at
present at the University of Sussex, and some
records from the Brighton History Centre.
Some questions still need to be answered:

The Crimean War building was constructed in
1793 as a canteen but converted to a hospital and
mortuary c.1820. The "Mannock" building was
constructed in the early 1900s as officers'
quarters. The Crimean War building is apparently
in use.
The Mannock building was built to last, to a
design and quality deemed fitting for officers (and
gentlemen). Skilled labour was cheap and the
nation's coffers were still inflated with the plunder
of Empire. This is reflected in its present external
appearance which, even after 100+ years,
appears hardly touched by time. It has stoneedged gables and mullioned windows. Inside it
has a large stone fireplace still intact, but
elsewhere much damaged wood-panelling and
once impressive staircases. They are part of
Brighton's history.

CIVIC VOICE
The Brighton Society has joined Civic Voice, the
new charity for the civic movement, which has
taken the place of the Civic Trust. The Brighton
Society was awarded ‘The best Civic Society
website’ at their meeting last autumn.

EVENTS
THE ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION
SUMMER & AUTUMN TALKS
From Nationalism to Nationhood
Tuesday 27 September 2011 2.15pm
A personal view from Arthur Collins marking the
40th anniversary of the emergence of Bangladesh
as a nation state.
The Story of the Booth Museum
Tuesday 25 October 2011 2.15pm
An illustrated talk by Dr Gerald Legg, Keeper of
Natural Sciences at Brighton’s centre of
excellence for the study of rare and extinct wildlife
from arachnids to the Tasmanian tiger.
Lecture meetings are held at the Hove Club, 28
Fourth Avenue Hove (opposite Hove Town Hall).
Visitors are welcome at all meetings (a donation is
normally expected). Refreshments.

PRESTON MANOR, 2011
The Victorian & Edwardian Garden
Thursdays 23 & 30 June, 7 & 14 July 2011
10.30am - 1.00pm
Four illustrated lectures at Preston Manor, Preston
Drove, free parking.
In the setting of the rooms in the Manor and the
walled garden. There was once a kitchen garden,
vineyard and greenhouses.
Further details: 01273 292864, to book: 03000
290902

THE B & H ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
organises a programme of evening tours:
Wednesday 13 July 7.00pm
Walking tour of Old Steine & Kingscliffe
Conducted by Geoff Mead
Meet at the Royal Pavilion South Gate. Donations
invited.
Members of local environment/heritage groups
welcome.

PAVILION GARDENS CAFE TOURS
Sunday 29, May 2011 2.00pm
Starting at Pavilion Gardens Cafe.
The tour takes in the long history of the cafe, its
locations within the Pavilion Gardens, and its
predecessor locations around central Brighton.

M & M OUTINGS: Contact: Martin Foster,
Director tel 01273 729998. Geoff Mead acts as
guide.
Sunday 19 June 2011 Lacock Abbey (NT) and
Fox Talbot Museum (NT) Book by 8 June.
Sunday 24 July 2011 The Priest House, West
Hoathly and Standen (NT) Book by 13 July.
Saturday 20 August 2011 A trip on the Wey and
Arun Canal. Book by 9 August.
Saturday 24 September 2011 Osborne House
Isle of Wight (NT) Book by 13 September.
Sunday 16 October 2011 Michelham Priory and
Sheffield Park Garden (NT) Book by 5 October.
M & M hope that you will like the choice of venues
and that you will be able to come on some of the
outings.

UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX
Falmer, BRIGHTON BN1 9QQ
Saturday 15 October 2011 10am-4pm
A Short History of Brighton & Hove Fee?
Phone 01273 672806 for additional information or
email: sarah.tobias@ic24.net

FRIENDS CENTRE BRIGHTON
JUNCTION
Isetta Square, 35 New England Street (entrance
on Stroudly Road) BRIGHTON BN1 4GQ on site
of old railway goods yard, near Jury’s Inn hotel.
Sign on wooden fence. Bus to station or London
Road.
Saturday 11 June 10.00am - 4.00pm
Making Waves - a unique history of Brighton
Fee £30.
Check fees, dates and venues before booking.
Phone 01273 672806 for additional information.

THE BRIGHTON SOCIETY
has a stall at the
North Laine Community Association
Summer Fete
on Saturday 18 June 2011 11am - 4pm
on the City College car park
in Pelham Street,
selling books and leaflets about Brighton.
please come and meet us there

MONTPELIER & CLIFTON HILL TOURS
Friday 27, Monday 30 May 2011 at 2.00pm
All starting at St Nicholas church.

Please visit: www.brighton-society.org.uk which
provides details of lectures (which do not often
take place in summer), visits and meetings
organised by societies which welcome members
of other societies to their events.

