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AND MORE! the seafront ironwork
The Madeira Lift has been in regular daily operation
since the Easter weekend, and Councillor Mary Mears
(at the Kingscliffe Society’s AGM) expressed the hope
that the seven miles of railings will be painted next
year; and that in the longer term she would like to see
Volk's Railway extended closer to the Pier and to have
its own permanent museum. RE representing the
Kingscliffe Society on our committee.

08/09 the year of the credit crunch

GOOD NEWS! 2009 the year the
Birdcage Bandstand was restored
Work on the bandstand should be completed by
September 2009, La Fourchette restaurant will be
opened at beach level. The Society has campaigned for
several decades for the restoration of the bandstand,
and are delighted that our campaign has born fruit.

MORE GOOD NEWS!
King Alfred killed by the credit crunch
The sports centre was funded by the provision of
housing, when the bottom dropped out of the housing
market the scheme collapsed.

YET MORE GOOD NEWS! Colleges
The Society joined with the Preston & Old Patcham
Society in campaigning against the demolition of
Varndean College. Although we were not successful in
getting the College listed, and subsequently planning
permission was granted for a replacement structure, the
funders, the Learning & Skills Council, ran out of money
and the plan has been abandoned for the time being.
Once again the credit crunch came to our rescue.
The ambitious plans for City College have also been
granted, but again they have been halted by the credit
crunch. We are keeping a careful eye on the
Connaught Centre, but understand that this old Board
School is safe for at least another five years.

A disastrous and tragic year for many people, but it
came to the Brighton Society’s rescue: killed the King
Alfred, postponed the i360, delayed the demolition of
Varndean College and the redevelopment of City
College and therefore the closure and threatened
demolition of the Connaught Centre, it may yet cause a
rethink of proposals for the Marina and the Royal Alex,
both of which are dependent on the housing market.
This may appear to be a negative attitude to planning,
but it could also mean a more positive and sustainable
way forward in the future with less demolition and more
concessions of existing buildings.
The Council was greedy in wanting too much on the
King Alfred site, a free sports centre (but not even up to
Crawley’s sports centre’s standard), housing to pay for
the sports centre, but then 40% of housing had to be
‘affordable’, so yet more housing had to be provided to
fund the affordable housing, and so on . . . all on the
same site.
The Learning & Skills Council was greedy in suggesting
to the governors of Varndean College that a £40 million
new building would be better than a £12 million
conversion of the present building, which the College
had first proposed.
A delay until the economy grows again would, one
hopes, result in a planning and architectural rethink,
less ambitious and greedy schemes, schemes which
took more account of their context, the spaces between
buildings and the people who would be living in them.
It might even mean that developers are more interested
in the views of ordinary, yet well informed, citizens.
Perhaps they will learn to look critically at the way they
consult and involve the public (see article on page 3).

London Road Masterplan
The Masterplan for the London Road is to be published
on 26 May 09. If approved, the Masterplan will be used
to assist in the development proposals for the London
Road area.
If planning permission is granted for the St James’s
Investments scheme for a department store, with a food
store on the ground floor, we would like to see some of
the Section 106 money from the development used to
restore some of the beautiful London Road villas still
visible above some of the shops. In exchange for their
proposed car park the Council car park should be
demolished.

Royal Alex
A second gross design for the site of the Royal Alex
Hospital has been refused permission by the Planning
Committee, against the advice of the officers. The
developer has appealed against this decision and a
planning inquiry was held 12-15 May 09.
Sadly it seems that the Councillors, who have opposed
the scheme, have been persuaded to withdraw their
objection to the demolition of the existing building,
though this would be dependent on receiving a
satisfactory replacement design.
The developers, Taylor Wimpey, had the cheek to say at the inquiry - that the Royal Alex was not in keeping
with and was incongruous to the surrounding area, but
the same could equally be said of their proposed huge
monolithic and swanky block of flats (see below). In any
case the Royal Alex is a public building and should
therefore be differentiated from the surrounding houses
and villas, just as all public buildings are.
Our chairman Malcolm Dawes gave evidence at the
inquiry and concentrated on the retention of the Royal
Alex and its conversion to flats, citing the successful
conversion of similar buildings to flats eg Hove Hospital,
the Technical College in Lewes Road and the furniture
depository in Holland Road. As a Civil Engineer
Malcolm is well qualified to judge the practicability of
converting of the Royal Alex to flats.
The conservation adviser to Taylor Wimpey described
the new design as echoing “the true scale, character
and style of Brighton”, but it is only in keeping with the
Van Alen building, designed by the same architect!

St James’s Investments have been buying up land and
buildings from Circus Parade, including the Vantage
Point office block in New England Road, running south
down Elder Place to York Hill.
We have not opposed this proposal for a department
store, after all there were many complaints when the
Co-op Department store in London Road closed. We
believe that if London Road is to be rejuvenated that a
department store is needed to provide funds to kick
start the rejuvenation of London Road.
However we think that there should be definite
constraints on the size and brashness of the proposed
store, lessons that need to be learnt from the Tesco
superstore in New Church Road.
We would like to see most of the buildings in London
Road maintained, with perhaps glimpses of the new
store in the gaps where one or two of the buildings
could be demolished.
We hope that many of the small London Road shops
could be retained, but disagree with the proposals to
convert London Road to a cafe society. We already
have that in North Laine and do not need to imitate it in
London Road. London Road is a useful, down to earth
shopping area with the Open Market, the new Aldi and
many small scale worthwhile low cost shops.

St Peter’s church
It seems that the church will now be made redundant
for a very short time, in order to allow Holy Trinity
Bromton to take it over, use it for worship and provide
the necessary funds for the repairs.
St Peter’s church and the Vicarage are the only listed
buildings in London Road.

Illuminating the Viaduct
The Council plan to decorate the whole length of the
London Road Viaduct (a listed structure) with hundreds
of little lights, and to fund the resulting electricity bill
from our Council Tax at a time of Council cutbacks.
We reminded the Planning Committee about light
pollution and global warming, but they said that was not
relevant as the application was for listed building
consent.
The Council inadvertently failed notify the owner,
Railtrack, who had some concerns about lots of lights
confusing train drivers when looking at signals.They
also had concerns about the impact of so many fixings
on the brick structure. The outcome is not yet known.
The members of the Planning Committee voted

Grounds of Sussex University

Old Market
We were sad to see the proposals to add two flats on
top of the roof of The Old Market in Upper Market
Street in Hove, as we felt that we had to object to this
scheme, though we recognised that the Old Market
provides such an enjoyable space for performances,
lectures, concerts, book launches etc.
We approached the Georgian Group for comments on
the proposal only 3 days before the late list (for
objections) closed. Their case officer for the south east
came down the following day, visiting the site,
inspecting the plans and speaking to the architect. The
next day he submitted an excellent and most
professional letter of objection, just a few hours before
the late list closed.
The letter from the Georgian Group, which the
representative of the Brunswick and Adelaide Residents
Group was asked to read aloud in full to the planning
committee (although we had emailed copies to every
member that morning), combined with an excellent
letter from English Heritage convinced the majority of
the members of the Planning Committee to refuse the
application.
We understand that the Old Market Trust are to appeal
against the refusal. We wish that they would consider
an alternative less dominating proposal.

A member has alerted us to the changes being made to
the grounds of Sussex University. All kinds of ‘features’
are being introduced: raised beds, sculptures,
ornamental trees, regimented planting of wild flowers,
intrusive lighting etc all foreign to original design by a
famous landscape architect, Sylvia Crowe, whose
design was for forest trees on undulating grassed land.
The garden contractors obviously feel the need to add
lots of gimmicks. The contractors have now invited us
to tour the grounds with them, but cannot help
wondering how much use it will be.

Brighton Marina
The scheme for an inner city housing estate of high rise
blocks was turned down by the Planning Committee
again against the officer’s advice. It is presumed that
the developer will go to appeal.

Public Consultations:
Damp Squibs?
On issues ranging from communal bins to cycleways to
building development schemes, there is little evidence
that Brighton & Hove City Council's public consultation
exercises influence decisions made for the city. This is
because, despite clear guidelines established in the
Government's Code of Practice for Public Consultations
and Brighton & Hove City Council's excellent
Community Engagement Framework (both 2008), local
public consultation procedures still leave much to be
desired. Late notice, poorly presented exhibitions and
biased questionnaires are just some of the factors
contributing to the sense that Brighton & Hove City
Council is paying little more than lip service to the
concept of community engagement.
Of the essence, according to both national and local
guidelines, is communication and transparency. We are
pressing for significant improvements in this respect.
We would like to see more rigorous monitoring of
consultations carried out by commercial developers, if
this is also the Council’s responsibility.
If you have recent evidence of either good or bad
practice, please do supply for our dossier! NW
The Code of Practice for Public Consultations:
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47158.pdf
The Community Engagement Framework:
http://www.brightonhove.gov.uk/downloads/site2020/community_engageme
nt_framework/CEF_final_02.12.08.pdf

American Express
As American Express want to expand in Brighton they
plan to construct a new building on Carlton Hill. We are
concerned about the domination by this new office
block on the Mighell Street farmhouse and the St John
the Evangelist church, now the Greek Orthodox church,
both listed buildings, 1-5 Tilbury Place, not to mention
Carlton Hill school. The entrance to the new building
will be from John Street, so the children will not be
affected by any increase in traffic. The plan is
eventually to demolish their Edward Street building,
which, as it is 30 years old, is no longer considered fit
for purpose.

Remember the Brighton Society AGM
7.30pm Thursday 18 June at Brightelm
Representatives of all amenity societies
welcome
We hope that you will contribute to the
discussion when you see Malcolm Dawes
slides of current concerns and proposals.

Guests also welcome.

BrightonSocietynewsletter
events summer 2009
SUMMER OUTINGS
with THE KINGSCLIFFE SOCIETY
Monday 22 June 2009
Apsley House and the Wellington Arch
Depart:
St George’s church Kemp Town 9.00 am
Old Steine (east side of gardens) 9.10 am
Hove Town Hall 9.15 am
Return Brighton about 6.30 pm.
Cost: £25
English Heritage members £21
Wednesday 5 August 2009
Amberley Working Museum
Depart:
St George’s church Kemp Town 10.00am
Old Steine (east side of gardens)10.10am
Hove Town Hall 10.20am
Return Brighton about 5.30pm.
Cost: £17.50
Wednesday 2 September 2009
Farley Farm House and Monk’s House
or Marble Hill House
for further information
Sue Paskins
paskins@brighton.fsbmail.co.uk
www.kingscliffe-society.org.uk
with M & M HISTORIC TOURS
Sunday 5 July 2009
Cowdray House + historic Midhurst
Depart:
Brampton Road 8.15am
Sussex Square gardens 9.00am
Powis Square 9.15am
Hove Town Hall 9.30am
Cost: £25.75 for non-members of the Historic
Houses Association
£21.50 for members of the Historic Houses
Association
Booking and if you require a pub lunch
Contact: Martin Foster 11 Victoria Street
Brighton BN1 3EP tel: 729998 by
Wednesday 24 June 2009

Sunday 23 August
West Park + the De Gray Mausoleum
Departs:Brampton Road 8.00am
Sussex Square gardens 8.45am
Powis Square 9.00am
Hove Town Hall 9.15am
Cost £30.20 for non-members of English
Heritage
£29.40 senior citizen non-members of English
Heritage
£25.00 for members of English Heritage
Association
Booking and if you require a pub lunch
Contact: Martin Foster 11 Victoria Street
Brighton BN1 3EP tel: 729998 by
Friday 7 August
Cheques payable to M & M Historic Tours
A PEEP INTO THE PAST : CARLTON
HILL REVISITED
Robert Gregory’s gave us a talk with
slides in September 2008. Many of the
photographs he showed can be seen in
this exhibition at Brighton Museum.
LIVES LESS PHOTOGRAPHED : WORKING
CLASS LIFE IN BRIGHTON 1860-1935
An exhibition of some very early photographs of
Brighton, and of several streets which were
demolished in the 1930s. The exhibition includes
an interesting map showing the areas of slum
clearance, and the dates of demolition.
Other photographs show Brighton's working class
communities in the Victorian and Edwardian
periods, including local fishermen at work.
Many of the 1930s photos are shown in the book
'Backyard Brighton', and are accompanied by
official reports and interviews with some of the
people who lived in the streets which have
disappeared. The book is published by Brighton
Books Publishing. www.brightonbooks.co.uk but is
obtainable from the History Centre at the Museum
The exhibition is free. Brighton Museum and Art
Gallery is open Tuesdays from 10 am - 7 pm,
Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 5 pm, Sundays
2 pm - 5 pm. Call 01273 290900 to check that the
exhibition is still on.
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