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Board schools
We have been concerned about City College’s plans to
sell the sites of the Connaught Road school (see the
gallery on our website) in Hove and the Preston Road
school in Brighton, neither of which are listed.
Fortunately the Council seem determined that the
Gloucester building should be retained, although not
listed, it is in the North Laine Conservation Area,
therefore planning permission for demolition would be
required and would be unlikely to be granted.

London Road/Lewes Road
Regeneration

The year of the Birdcage Bandstand
Wonderful news! A planning application has been
submitted by the City Council for the restoration of the
bandstand, works which will be funded by the Council
itself. The beach level floor is to be converted to a cafe,
though an operator has still to be found. It is hoped that
bands will again occasionally play in the bandstand
itself.
The Society has campaigned for several decades for
the restoration of the bandstand, and are delighted that
at last our campaign has born fruit.

Beetham Tower
Yet more good news! A government inspector
dismissed the appeal from the developers against the
Council’s refusal for a 42 storey tower on the Brighton
station site. This Society was represented at the inquiry,
and our chairman, who was the Society’s expert
witness, was quoted by the inspector in his report.

King Alfred
We were very disappointed that the King Alfred
received planning permission, but are still hopeful that
the economic climate may prevent this damaging
development from going ahead.
The Karis scheme constituted gross overdevelopment
arising from the Council's greed in wanting too much
development, in order to fund the leisure centre, as well
as providing 40% social housing, on the site.

Last year the council employed consultants to come up
with a plan to regenerate London & Lewes Roads. We
were not impressed with the impractical proposals
which they made eg re-routing all the two-way traffic in
the Steine along the east side, moving Moulsecoomb
station, placing a ‘feature’ in the Preston Park rose
garden etc.

Bright New London Road
Recently along came St James’s Investments, the
property arm of Tesco’s, with their plan for a department
store, which we would like to see in the old Co-op
building. But will they want to demolish it and replace it
with a modern department store with underground
parking? Either way they will certainly include a food
store on the ground floor. St James’s Investments have
already bought Circus Parade, Vantage Point office
block and a collection of small shops in London Road,
but this scheme will be driven by the department store.
Our committee have yet to discuss this proposal.

London Road Masterplan
Described by the Council “as part of an emerging
strategy to improve the London and Lewes Roads
corridors into Brighton . . . the City Council is about to
develop a Masterplan focussed on the London Road
shopping centre and the surrounding neighbourhood. . .
it is estimated that the Masterplan will take 12 - 18
months to prepare. Once approved, the Masterplan will
be used to assist in the development proposals for the
London Road area.”
Which will come first? Tesco’s plans (a second
exhibition of their proposals is due in the summer) or
the Council’s Masterplan, we suspect the former.

ornamental trees, regimented planting of wild flowers,
intrusive lighting etc all foreign to original design by a
famous landscape architect, whose design was for
forest trees on undulating grassed areas. The
contractors obviously feel the need to add lots of
gimmicks. We have alerted the Conservation & Design
Manager at the Council who has promised that he will
discuss the matter at one of his frequent meetings with
the university authorities.

St Peter’s church
Royal Alex
A bland design for the site of the Royal Alex Hospital,
which took no account of the surrounding architecture,
or the townscape quality of the existing hospital
buildings (see above), was submitted and subsequently
refused. The developer has now produced a new
design, which we have not yet seen. We would like at
least a portion of the existing buildings included in the
design with a more sympathetic modern part.

Brighton Marina
The Brunswick scheme received planning permission,
at the second attempt, for a 40 storey tower and
surrounding lower rise development. Although we
considered the tower to be well designed we were
concerned about the impact on Lewes Crescent,
Sussex Square and Chichester and Arundel Terraces,
as well as the density of the lower blocks.

As a result of the number of objections the Church
Commissioners have ordered a re-think over the
proposed closure of the church. Unfortunately no
practical suggestions have yet been made for raising
funds to carry out the repairs.

Black Rock
It seems that the plans for an ice rink ar now unlikely to
go ahead, which is no surprise as it seemed impossible
to solve the problem of crowds leaving the building at
one time. This has set the redevelopment of the

Brighton Centre
back, as must the loss of a government grant. We had
been very concerned about the design which
necessitated building across Kings Road and the
construction of yet another tall block of flats - which
would have overshadowed the Old Town - in order to
provide funding for the new conference centre.

The latest application for the Asda site is an
unacceptably dense scheme, far too much development
for a single access road, and we recommended that it
should be refused as gross overdevelopment.

The same problem as the King Alfred, tall blocks of flats
funding Council developments, resulting in
overdevelopment, as well as a danger of flooding the
market with one and two bedroom seafront flats.

Pool Valley

Two New Conservation Areas

We, with others, were successful in getting the
inappropriate red lighting removed from the plans for
Pool Valley. Apart from being damaging to the listed
building on which they were placed, we thought that it
might convey the wrong message to visitors.

We particularly welcomed the new Carlton Hill
Conservation Area, which includes the Mighell Street
Farmhouse, St John’s church and the Georgian houses
in Tilbury Place.

Ken Fines
It is fitting to mention the death of Ken Fines, former
Borough Planning Officer for Brighton after the news of
two new Conservation Areas, for Ken was responsible
for the establishment of many of the Conservation
Areas, most notably North Laine. He respected the
amenity societies and set up HOVA - Heritage over
Vandalism Actually - to oppose the King Alfred.

Commemorative Plaque
Varndean High School
Another success! We distributed 3,000 leaflets in the
area around the school, objecting to an extension which
looked like a giant prefab (see above). This resulted in
84 letters of objection, and the application was refused
against the advice of the officers. The result was a
much more appropriate design more discreetly sited.

Grounds of Sussex University
A member has alerted us to the changes being made to
the grounds of Sussex University. All kinds of ‘features’
are being introduced: raised beds, sculptures,

The Society contributed to the plaque in remembrance
of Moccatta, architect of Brighton station.

J S Gray
The Society donated just over £500 from its own funds,
and together with generous contributions from
members, was able to provide sponsorship for the
digitisation of one volume of the James Gray
photographs, a collection of 9,000 images which is
owned by the Regency Society. This provided a link
from the Regency Society website to our website.
Selma Montford : Hon Secretary

BrightonSocietynewsletter
events summer 2008
Members of the Brighton Society are welcome
to join in the following events:

MONTPELIER & CLIFTON HILL ASSOCIATION
BRIGHTON FESTIVAL
CENTRAL; BRIGHTON TOUR
Friday 23, Saturday 24, Sunday 25, Friday 30,
Saturday 31 May
Meet at the south door of St Nicholas church at
4pm. Cost £6 for non-members, booking at least
one day in advance by phoning the tour guide
Michael Robins 01273 773052
After the tour which takes one and a quarter
hours you may like to have cream tea at
Montpelier Hall cost £6.50
Limited to 23 people per tour
Sunday 15 June Summer Outing:
Hinton Amphor and Mottisfont Abbey near
Winchester
Saturday 12 July 6-9pm Annual Garden Party
The Old Vicarage, Temple Gardens, Brighton
Admission by ticket only £10
Saturday 30 August Late Summer Outing:
The Cartoon Museum & Clarence House, London.
Sunday 5 October Autumn Outing:
Crossing the River Thames - Brunel's tunnel and
Foster's Wobbly Bridge, London.
Apply to Martin Foster 11 Victoria Street
Brighton BN1 3FP phone:01273 729998
CLIFTON MONTPELIER & POWIS COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
CLIFTON MONTPELIER & POWIS FESTIVAL
4 - 20 July
The second, extended, Clifton Montpelier Powis
Festival will be launched with a party (first drink
free!) with musical accompaniment by the
Brighton Youth Orchestra Wind Quintet and a talk
by Peter Guttridge, writer, Observer crime fiction
critic and former Brighton Festival Literary
Programme Director about what he loves about
festivals. The festival brochure will be available
and there will be an opportunity to order CMP
Festival tickets at a discount, so bring your
cheque books! Non-residents welcome and there
will be an opportunity to meet performers from
some of the 30+ festival events planned.
Contact: CMP Festival, 21 Clifton Hill, Brighton
BN1 3HQ
More information: 07816 403099 or email:
info@cmpca.org.uk

HOVE CIVIC SOCIETY
The Brighton Society is grateful to be able to join
with Hove Civic Society which has organised a
series of lectures next winter . . .
Details of lecture series on Hove Civic Society
website www.hovecivicsociety.org
Half price admission to Hove Civic Society
lectures for Brighton Society members. Please
show your membership card at the door.

SUMMER OUTINGS
Thursday 12 June 2008
A full day visit to Rochester where people will
have time to look round Rochester, have lunch
and then meet outside Restoration House, the
finest example of a pre Civic War town house in
England.
Departute 0800 from Hove Town Hall, Norton
Road entrance. Cost £25.00
Thursday 17 July 2008
A morning visit to Polesden Lacey where lunch
can be taken, followed by an afternoon visit to
Stratfield Saye, country home of the first Duke of
Wellington.
Departute 0900 from Hove Town Hall, Norton
Road entrance. Cost £26.00 for NT members, £31
for non-members
Thursday 21 August 2008
A full day visit to Greenwich Royal Observatory,
The National Maritime Museum and Queen’s
House.
Departute 0800 from Hove Town Hall, Norton
Road entrance. Cost £22.00
Thursday 18 September 2008
A visit to Hatfield House in Hertfordshire
Departute 0800 from Hove Town Hall, Norton
Road entrance. Cost £32.00
For application forms and full details please
contact Mrs Sue Ellerton 01273 746 745
BRIGHT NEW LONDON ROAD
A second exhibtion will be held in the summer.
Updates and news:
www.brightnewlondonroad.co.uk
For up to date news of events visit our website

10 Clermont Road Brighton BN1 6S email: info@brighton-society.org

May’08

